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his keen power of observation, his innumerable sojourns, and
his retentive memory make his Memoire$ a picture of eighteenth-
century Europe as seen by a disreputable man. He completed
these Memoires in 1797, when he was seventy-two years old,
choosing the French tongue because it was more widely spread
than his native Italian.
Casanova died in 1798. For years the Memoires were un-
known to the public. In 1820, however, a certain Frederick
Guntzel, a clerk, offered to the Brockhaus publishing firm at
Leipzig a manuscript in French called The Story of My Life
until 1797. The author, Casanova, had been quite forgotten.
" Like a wall, the French Revolution and the career of Napoleon
lay between 1820 and the last year of the eighteenth century." *
Examined, the manuscript was found to contain 600 folio
sheets, thirty lines to a page, but the narrative only extended
to 1774. Brockhaus accepted the manuscript for publication,
and brought it out, at first in a German translation, in 1828.
If the great public failing of the eighteenth century was
war, the great private failing was immorality towards women.
Cultured high society in every country was profligate; no
notable improvement is discernible before the middle of the
nineteenth century. Casanova was particularly indecent; the
slime trails all through his Memoires, at first revolting, and
soon inconceivably tedious. Yet, but for this perpetual harp-
ing upon sex, the Memoires would be an exciting and varied
story; and, indeed, they are an historical document of value,
accurate, as far as they can be tested, and charged with the
vivid life of the age.
The interest is not in Casanova's Memoires as erotica, which
sensible people find dull and nauseating. The Memoires may
be regarded partly as a remarkable pageant of a remarkable
age; partly as a detective story—following Casanova through
Italy, France, Austria, Bohemia, Holland, Spain, England,
Italy. Scholars have devoted themselves to tracing his move-
ments further by seaax&ting parish registers, police files, packets
of old gazettes. Tested in small detail or obscure matters, like
1 S. G, Endore, Casanova; las Known and Unknown Life, Introduction.

